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Note: The health information on this form is collected and will be used by the Out-of-Country Health Services Committee and possibly the Out-of-Country Health Services Appeal Panel under sections 20 and 27 of the Health Information Act, and the Out-of-Country Health Services Regulation (Regulation) for the purpose of determining the patient's eligibility for funding under the Regulation. Should you have any questions regarding the collection of this information, you may contact the Committee Chair at the address or telephone number listed at the end of this form.
 
n  An application letter and/or this form must be completed and signed by an Alberta physician or dentist.
n  An application may be made to the OOCHSC where the resident on whose behalf the application is made has endeavoured to receive the insured health services in Canada and the services are not available in Canada.
n  An application for funding of elective out-of-country health services must be made prior to receiving the services.
n  Attach all clinical information, as outlined in Section E of this form.
n  The OOCHSC will only review complete applications, as determined by its Chair.
Section A - Applying Physician/Dentist Information (Must be an Alberta physician/dentist)
Section B - Patient Information (Must be an Alberta resident with Alberta Health Care Insurance Plan coverage)
Section C - Out-of-Country (OOC) Health Services (Must be completed by an Alberta physician/dentist)
Section D - Reason for Out-of-Country (OOC) Referral (Must be completed by an Alberta physician/dentist)
Check the applicable box(es) below. Provide relevant supporting documentation.
Section E - Clinical/Medical Supporting Information (Must be completed by an Alberta physician/dentist)
Complete the following sections. (Do not include invoices, receipts or any other information related to the costs of out-of-country services.)
Attached                  a) copies of relevant findings and/or reports from specialists and/or consultants (in the field of medicine or dentistry relevant to the condition for which funding of health services is requested)
                  b) copies of relevant diagnostic and laboratory reports
                  c) copies of any other relevant reports
Section F - Declaration
I declare that the information provided on this form is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
Physician's/Dentist's Signature (Must be an Alberta physician or dentist)
Date (yyyy/mm/dd)
Physician's/Dentist's Name (Please PRINT)
Submit this form, along with copies of diagnostic test(s) and any other pertinent information, to:
 
                  Chair, Out-of-Country Health Services Committee
                  PO Box 1360 Station Main
                  Edmonton AB T5J 2N3
                  FAX: 780-415-0963
 
If you require further information, please write to the Committee Chair at the above address or call 780-415-8744. To call toll-free in Alberta, dial 310-0000, then 780-415-8744.
Section C - Out-of-Country (OOC) Health Services (continued)
Section D - Reason for Out-of-Country (OOC) Referral (continued)
Section E - Clinical/Medical Supporting Information (continued)
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	txtClinicalDiagnosis: Iron Overload
	txtHealthServices: FerriScan®, provided by Resonance Health in Perth, Australia, is the only FDA approved MRI system for measuring liver iron concentration. The MRI scan is done locally in Alberta by a radiology centre that has been set up to use FerriScan®. The anonymized data from the patient’s scan is sent to Resonance Health corporate headquarters in Perth, Australia, and processed at the core laboratory in a quality controlled environment. The data analysis is carried out by specifically trained medical physicists at Resonance Health. The centralized laboratory for the data analysis enables provision of a high-quality, reproducible method to ensure results are accurate. The core laboratory operates under ISO 13485:2016 quality standards. The results from the patient’s scan in the form of a report are available to the radiology centre in Alberta within two business days of the patient having the MRI scan.
	txtFacilityName: Resonance Health
	txtPhysicianName: Technical and Research Manager, Dr Wenje Pang
	txtFacilityAddress: 141 Burswood Road, Burswood
	cboState: WA
	txtZIP: Australia
	txtExpectedDuration: Patient is to have one 9 minute MRI scan to assess initial LIC levels.
	txtTreatmentDates: 
	txtFollowUpServices: The short-term plan is for the patient to have one MRI scan to assess initial LIC.  The long-term plan will depend on the results of the initial scan and following scans are generally necessary either once every six months or once per year depending on the severity of iron overload. In extreme cases scans are necessary on a monthly basis.
	txtAvailability: FerriScan® R2-MRI is only available from Resonance Health in Australia. There is no availability of this service elsewhere in Canada or elsewhere in the world. The other options for assessing LIC are liver biopsy, analysis of serum ferritin levels, or T2* MRI methods. The disadvantage of using liver biopsy instead of FerriScan® is that liver biopsy is risky, invasive and provides information on only a small sample of liver tissue in an organ that is often non-homogeneous. The disadvantage of using serum ferritin levels is that they do not provide accurate information about a patient’s iron stores because results are too variable and can be confounded by inflammation and infection. There are several T2* methods claiming to measure LIC. The disadvantage of using these methods is that they do not have FDA approval and are unreliable for determining LIC providing results that vary significantly. Differences in results are caused by the model of 1.5 Tesla MRI scanner used, how data is collected and which calibration curves are used to evaluate the data.
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	txtReasonForSelection: FerriScan is the only FDA cleared method, with results comparable to liver biopsy
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